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Cracks in the Pavement
Social Change and Resilience  
in Poor Neighborhoods

Martín Sánchez-Jankowski

“An important, comprehensive look at how local 
institutions ranging from barbershops to street 
gangs to public housing both reflect and shape 
the culture and daily rhythms of the residents who 
live with them. His ecological perspective offers an 
important missing link in debates about ‘neighbor-
hood effects’ and should be read by anyone  
interested in understanding urban poverty.”

—Dalton Conley, author of  
Being Black, Living in the Red

Over the course of nearly a decade, Sánchez-
Jankowski immersed himself in life in neighbor-
hoods in New York and Los Angeles to investi-
gate how social change and social preservation 
transpire among the urban poor. His provocative 
and ground-breaking study provides new data on 
urban poverty and also advances a new theory of 
how poor neighborhoods function, illuminating the 
creativity and resilience that characterize the lives 
of those who experience the hardships associated 
with economic deprivation. 

$60.00 cloth, $24.95 paper

At bookstores or www.ucpress.edu


