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Diversity Regimes

Why Talk Is Not Enough to Fix Racial Inequality at
Universities

JAMES M. THOMAS

"Thorough and insightful on many levels, Diversity Regimes provides a unique exploration of

how the approaches taken to diversity work in higher education can reinforce instead of redress

racial inequality on college campuses."

—W. Carson Byrd, coeditor of Intersectionality and Higher Education: Identity and Inequality on
College Campuses

As a major, public flagship university in the American South, so-called “Diversity University” has struggled
to define its commitments to diversity and inclusion, and to put those commitments into practice.

In Diversity Regimes, sociologist James M. Thomas draws on more than two years of ethnographic
fieldwork at DU to illustrate the conflicts and contingencies between a core set of actors at DU over what
diversity is and how it should be accomplished. Thomas’s analysis of this dynamic process uncovers what
he calls “diversity regimes”: a complex combination of meanings, practices, and actions that work to
institutionalize commitments to diversity, but in doing so obscure, entrench, and even magnify existing
racial inequalities. Thomas’s concept of diversity regimes, and his focus on how they are organized and
unfold in real time, provides new insights into the social organization of multicultural principles and
practices.

JAMES M. THOMAS is an associate professor of sociology at the University of Mississippi in Oxford. He is
the author of Working to Laugh: Assembling Difference in American Stand-up Comedy Venues, and the
coauthor of Affective Labor: (Dis)Assembling Difference and Distance and Are Racists Crazy? How
Prejudice, Racism, and Antisemitism Became Markers of Insanity.

=]RUTGERS

DIVERGITY REGINES

WHY TALK IS
NOT ENOUGH
TO FIX RACIAL
INEQUALITY AT
UNIVERSITIES

JAMES M. THOMAS

240 pp 37 b&w images 6 x 9
978-1-9788-0041-0 paper $29.95S $20.97
978-1-9788-0042-7 cloth $120.00SU $84.00
May 2020

Ebook available directly

30% OFF + free shipping

rutgersuniversitypress.org or 1 800 621 2736
US orders only * Code: RFLR19

In Canada:

20% OFF « Code: RUTGERS20

Free shipping online with orders over $40
ubcpress.ca/rutgers or 1 800 565 9523

In UK / Europe and the rest of the world:
20% OFF « Code: RutFriendsFamily

Free shipping worldwide
eurospanbookstore.com or

UK: 0845 474 4572

International: +44 (0)20 3286 2420
info@eurospanbookstore.com

Prices are in local currencies.

Examination and desk copies:
rutgersuniversitypress.org/educators

Join our mailing list for news and special offers:
rutgersuniversitypress.org/specials

UNIVERSITY PRESS rutgersuniversitypress.org




